While I didn't hit a numerical record for my most ever shows in a calendar year, the quality of who I saw, combined with achieving some personal goals, has this as my most epic concert year ever! For the 3rd year in a row that distinction applies!!! I made it to see 65 shows this year and I am fortunate beyond my wildest dreams for the opportunity to share my adventures. Memories created this year will last forever and I am beyond thankful for the people that helped me create those memories.
Much of what I wrote at the end of an epic 2024 is again true at the end of 2025. In 2025, I crossed off AC/DC off my bucket list with what may have been the best show I have ever seen. Also crossed off that same bucket list was having photo credentials for Metallica, twice! I was the only local photographer to have access for both Tampa shows while shooting for the local rock station, 98 Rock! My first show at the famous Red Rocks Amphitheater sandwiched a four show Metallica June. In 2025, I had photo credentials for almost the entire musical spectrum, ranging from Air Supply to (Slayer’s) Kerry King.
This year instead of a few words about each show, I’m going to let my favorite shots of the year do the talking. With easily north of 25,000 shots for the year to choose from, I picked out just over 900 as favorite shots. 
2025 summarized numerically:
· 65 concerts (counting 15 cruise nights as 1 concert per day)
· 191 bands seen
· 88 new bands seen for the 1st time
· 8 cities
· 2 states
· 23 venues & 3 cruises on 2 cruise ships
· 7 new venues I had never been to

	 
	First-Time Bands: 3-Year Comparison

	Year
	Unique Bands Seen
	First-Time Bands
	First-Time %

	2025
	191
	88
	46.10%

	2024
	204
	89
	43.60%

	2023
	170
	66
	38.80%



To say it was an amazing year of concerts, adventures and friends is an understatement. I am beyond fortunate to have the opportunity to see musical legends as well as some of my favorite bands perform. I got to hang out with great friends and meet new friends along the way. I discovered a ton of bands new to me. With travel to multiple cities, venues and cruise ships, forever I will have stories to tell and photos to share that captured the moments and memories. More than once this year, and again as I write this, I feel like I was ‘living the dream’ that I had desired years ago. My thanks and appreciation to all of those who helped make 2025 the epic, concert year it was.  
To see my favorite concert photos of the year go here. To see the list of shows and bands I saw in 2025 go here. Shows are cataloged as the most recent displayed first. 2025 encompassed shows # 419-483. 
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