Umphrey's McGee | Jannus Live, St. Petersburg, FL | April 13, 2023
As someone who had never seen Umphrey's McGee live before, I was absolutely blown away by their show at Jannus Live, in St. Petersburg, FL on Thursday, April 13, 2023. My friend Joe had suggested that I give my first ever jam band experience a try and I have to say it was an extremely entertaining show and evening. Joe and I had arranged to meet up with a long-time friend who we had not seen in way too long and it was a great reunion between friends, and with both of them familiar with the band they shared what a musical adventure that I was in for. Thank you to the band for approving a late request for me to bring my camera and capture the show.
There was no opening band so we were treated to two full sets of tunes by these jam masters. In addition, in an unusual but much appreciated move, the photo approval was for the entire first set so I was up front in the photo pit for my longest ever endeavor behind the lens. The band hit the stage right at 8PM and the crowd roared their approval before the first notes ever hit our ears. Within the first couple of minutes of the show (and continually throughout the entire performance) it was easy and very evident to see that the band members were having the time of their lives up on stage. Their musicianship is amazing and the crowd showed their approval and appreciation for the music that was being delivered with such precision and passion.
I felt like this band took me on a journey around almost the entire musical tree. Here and there I heard crunchy riffs along with intricate guitar solos, wrapped around the bass and percussion rhythm section to where the music and songs just flow literally one into the other until over an hour went by and the band announced a short intermission between sets. My experience for so long in the photo pit had Star Wars items on stage catching my eye that maybe I would not have seen or had time to capture had I only had the three song limit (although as I learned, three songs with a jam band can last for quite some time!). It was an amazing experience and there was still a whole second set for me to roam around, find my friends, capture a few snaps from the crowd and just enjoy the show. 
I found it interesting how the band would segue from one song into the next and then go back and finish the previously started song. More than once I had to ask myself, hey, this sounds like the song earlier and incredibly my ear picked up on that at the time and then the fact was solidified after I went back and read the set list. There was so little chit chat in between songs that for the uninitiated it would have been easy to think that either that was one really long song or a song that had an improvisational ‘jam’ in the middle of it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The show this evening was not just about the music. I give props to the lighting crew as this band and their team take the crowd on a visual experience with breathtaking, vibrant colors and patterns dancing across the stage, instruments, band members and the crowd. As much as I wanted to try and capture some of these visuals from further back, no way I was giving up over an hour down in the photo pit. If I ever have the opportunity to see and photo this band again at this same venue, I have a plan of attack to ensure a fantastic elevated spot for the second set above the crowd which was unattainable this evening given how thick the crowd was. If the show was not sold out, it was very close to being so. 
Overall it was a highly entertaining show and evening with great friends, great tunes, and a great laid back attitude of those in attendance. Once I put my camera away and just took in the music and faces of those around me it was evident just how passionate the fan base is for this band. Umphrey's McGee certainly have me as a new fan with their whole laid-back, go with the flow and just feel the music vibe. I will certainly have an eye out for any of their future announced tours for a show near me. Fantastic band and certainly a candidate for show of the year for me! 
Set list:
Le Blitz
All In Time
Mad Love
Always October
Kabump
Ringo
Meeting in the Aisle (Radiohead cover)
Ringo (continued)
All In Time (continued)
Escape Goat
Bad Friday
Staircase
Der Bluten Kat
Release (Pearl Jam cover)
Der Bluten Kat (continued)
The Triple Wide (Joel Cummins song)
Encore:
Glory
Partyin' Peeps   
 


