W.A.S.P. & Armored Saint | November 24, 202 | The Plaza Live – Orlando, FL
Almost two years to the day of my first W.A.S.P. concert, the same killer twin bill lineup returns to the same venue for what I am sure will be a show of the same epic proportions as the first time. With 2024, marking the fortieth anniversary of the release of W.A.S.P.'s debut album, the band will play the album in its entirety on their North American tour this fall. Supporting W.A.S.P. is Armored Saint. Both W.A.S.P. and Armored Saint were formed in 1982 collectively giving us almost eighty years of rock history that we were in store for this evening.   
 W.A.S.P. was formed in 1982 and was a big part of the early 1980s Los Angeles heavy metal scene. My friends and I discovered them from the band’s wild and outlandish video on MTV "I Wanna Be Somebody" and I and several of my friends just fell in love with the band’s sound. In my early formative metalhead years of the mid 1980s, that first W.A.S.P. CD was on constant replay. “Lead vocalist Blackie Lawless says: "It was an angry record made by an angry band. It was a record that not only reflected the attitude of the band members who made it, but also a record that reflected its time." This record became a central piece of the 1980s metal scene and remains one of the best metal debut albums of all time.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://blabbermouth.net/news/w-a-s-p-to-perform-entire-debut-album-on-fall-2024-tour-death-angel-to-support] 

Armored Saint opened the show and their tightness was evident from the first note as having the same personnel lineup since 1990 solidifies that familiarity between band members. They played a flawlessly executed fifty minute ten song set spanning eight of their thirteen studio releases. Thunderous drum and bass along with crushing guitar riffs, strong, clear vocals and an energy from the fan engagement they received I got the impression they would have played for us the whole night given the opportunity. Fronted by vocalist John Bush, you can feel the passion he exerts as he is delivering the lyrics and interacting with the crowd. A few songs in John mentions bands that influenced the Armored Saint adopting the twin guitar sound like Judas Priest, Iron Maiden and Thin Lizzy. For me, it that that extra layer of song complexity that pulls me in as a fan. For the next to last song, John started off singing this song up in the balcony, delivering with that evident energy and passion, now up close and personal for those in the balcony section before making his way back on stage to join his band mates to bring their set to a rousing close and a loud cheer from the audience, which by now most of the sold out crowd was in attendance.
Elvis took the stage before W.A.S.P. and all of us photographers took a minute to get a photo of him. Elvis is the infamous skeleton microphone stand used by W.A.S.P.’s lead vocalist and rhythm guitarist Blackie Lawless. After an unnecessary warning from the venue staff of the “no moshing” rule, soon the house lights went out and the crowd was back at full roar as the first notes of ‘I Wanna Be Somebody’ struck and we began our journey back to 1984 and W.A.S.P.’s debut studio album. Each song on this legendary album is someone’s favorite song and literally the reason why they came to the show this night. That was beyond evident in the faces in the crowd that I saw as the show progressed along. For each song there is a lot happening on stage as you try to take it all in. Bassist Mike Duda wanders over to the side backdrops that are adorned with skulls hanging from chains and he hits them to send them into a spinning frenzy while lead guitarist Doug Blair is wailing on a sweet solo while trying to see the ferocity of Blackie’s facial expressions behind Elvis. All while headbanging to the music of my youth. At the album’s conclusion there is a short few minute intermission as the stage switches over to the circus theme of the last tour. Chants of “Blackie! Blackie! Blackie!...” precede a medley of ‘Inside the Electric Circus / I Don't Need No Doctor / Scream Until You Like It’ to kick off the second half of the show and then their staple cover of ‘The Real Me’ by The Who. A highlight was ‘The Headless Children’ with the World War 2 imagery depicted in the background as the song was played. Very powerful and lead into ‘Wild Child’, with Blackie playing the opening riffs and verse solo under a spotlight next to Elvis and then ‘Blind in Texas’ to close out a fantastic show to a very satisfied crowd.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Both bands sounded fantastic and Blackie especially sounded great and was able to hit the high parts seemingly with ease. The tour continues in the United States until mid-December and then continues with a couple of dates in South America and then continues Europe starting in April of 2025.  I absolutely cannot stress enough for you to see this tour if possible, so get your ticket today and go see these musical shock rock legends, and enjoy a kick ass night of rock n roll with two great bands.

Tickets are available here:
https://www.waspnation.com/tour
W.A.S.P. setlist – November 24, 2024 – The Plaza Live, Orlando, FL:
I Wanna Be Somebody
L.O.V.E. Machine
The Flame
B.A.D.
School Daze
Hellion
Sleeping (in the Fire)
On Your Knees
Tormentor
The Torture Never Stops
Inside the Electric Circus / I Don't Need No Doctor / Scream Until You Like It
The Real Me (The Who cover)
Forever Free
The Headless Children
Wild Child
Blind in Texas
