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Americana trio The Wood Brothers are on an extensive 2026 tour supporting their latest album, ‘Puff of Smoke’, and the more I read about this band ahead of their show at the Nancy & David Bilheimer Capitol Theatre in beautiful downtown Clearwater, Florida, the more excited I was to check out some very talented musicians. I was not familiar with this band until being asked to accompany Daryl, one of SIGT’s photographers, for this show. Known for electric live shows that mix soulful folk, Americana, blues, and funk, I witnessed The Wood Brothers’ virtuoso level musical skill, enjoyed a fantastic concert and had a whole new musical world open to me. 
I arrived at the venue and already saw some familiar faces among those checking out the merchandise available. As a people watcher I find the age demographics of the Shows I Go To interesting, and tonight’s crowd demographics were nearly in line with what I expected. Mostly groups of guys and groups of couples, and across a bit of a wider age range than I figured would attend. Interesting to note that I was sitting next to a guy who was friends with the opening performer on one side of me and a lady on the other side of me who was friends with SIGT’s founder, Mitch! What a small world it truly can be I thought when she associated SIGT to Mitch by name.
It was a near full theater when the show began with Ric Robertson playing piano and singing a few songs. I found him quite entertaining. His sound and playing style reminded me of a smoky lounge where the piano player was lost in the emotion of his soulful storytelling songs. He used his feet as periodic percussion, adding balance to his fingers dancing on the piano keys. With me being such a math nerd in my day job, lyrics in his song ‘Thinking About You’ mention the Fibonacci sequence and that drew me into looking that song up once home from the show to listen to again as I began to write this. He closed his set covering David Bowie’s ‘Changes’ with the crowd singing along with the chorus. Right before the last verse someone from the crowd yelled “F*ck yeah!” which had Ric chuckling through the last few words and closed to a standing ovation. 
The Wood Brothers are Chris and Oliver and together with Jano Rix create amazing multilayered and harmonized music that sounds like there are way more members than the three of them on stage. Chris plays the upright bass and bass guitar, Oliver handles acoustic and electric guitar duty while Jano plays just about every other instrument, including some I had no idea what they were and had to look up after the show. With now ten studio albums I have much to go and check out because I liked everything I heard played at this show! 
I found Oliver’s play on the upright bass fascinating to watch as I mostly go to metal shows and you do not ever see those instruments with metal bands. At one point early in their set I heard keyboards and realized Jano was playing both drums and keyboards at the same time! I enjoyed how their song construction follows no pattern and each song they played just flowed together musically and lyrically. Their song ‘Heart is the Hero’ with the lyric that said “…Now I beat my drum and listen to the space between…” was another memorable moment for me to look up after the show, as I found that to be a fascinating lyric. Another deep lyric I found fascinating was the song ‘Chocolate on My Tongue’, with its lyric that says “…if I die young, at least I got some chocolate on my tongue…” Such lyrical depth to go along with musical virtuosity from each band member. Again, a whole new musical world for me.
At one point when Chris was also playing the harmonica and the upright bass simultaneously, and Jano was drumming and on the keyboard, that my first thought how they sound like a five piece band and not a three piece the tunes are so multilayered. At this show I learned that a shuitar is a percussion instrument that Jano created out of a “…really crappy guitar…”[footnoteRef:1] that makes a wide variety of percussion sounds and is a highly portable alternative to the drum set. I thought Oliver was cracking a joke when he called it that on stage in between songs, but Jano played it with whisk like drum sticks and his hands on the sides and front. Oliver joked that the band was going to play “…some Friday night music on a Wednesday night…” and how the trick was to not give a damn about having ‘big hits’, and thanked the audience to help the band’s ‘slow rise to the middle’.  [1:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbxMQ6Uve58 ] 

I saw many people dancing in their seats and a few here and there stood and danced in their aisles. One guy came dancing down the aisle who I thought had seats near the front only to turn around and dance his way back behind me. Towards the close of their set, Oliver commented how this style theater would enhance the unique sound as the band huddled around and played using only one old style microphone at center stage, this time Jano again had his shuitar and was also playing a melodica, which I learned is a portable handheld wind instrument with a piano-style keyboard. It operates like a harmonica, where air blown through a tube or mouthpiece vibrates internal reeds. For a second song with the one microphone sound, opening artist Ric Robertson joined in playing the mandolin and adding another layer to the already intricate harmony this band creates. The band concluded the night with a standing ovation from the crowd.
After reading more about the band after the show I also learned The Wood Brothers have partnered with American Friends of Canadian Conservation so that $1 per ticket sold will support The Nature Trust of British Columbia (NTBC) in their efforts to conserve ecologically-rich wetlands and protect irreplaceable land from development. Every $1 donated will be matched by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with $2 so more endangered wetlands can be saved. This partnership has continued to span multiple concert tours following the release of their album ‘Heart is the Hero’.
I thought it was a fantastic show and I will certainly have my eye out the next time one of their shows is within logistical reach to attend. I highly recommend seeing this band live! They gained a new fan in me! Their tour continues with dates and ticket information listed on their website.
