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SHOWS
1. Metallica – Soldier Field, Chicago – June 18 & Camping World Stadium, Orlando – July 5
2. Paul McCartney – Amalie Arena, Tampa – July 10
3. Iron Maiden – Amalie Arena, Tampa – June 11 & Hollywood Casino Amphitheatre, Chicago, June 15
4. Slayer & Lamb of God – St. Augustine Amphitheater, St. Augustine – July 21
5. Soundgarden – Amalie Arena, Tampa – April 28

ALBUMS
1. Body Count - Bloodlust
2. Power Trip - Nightmare Logic
3. Obituary – Obituary
4. 3TEETH – Shutdown.exe
5. Havok - Conformicide
6. Metallica – Master of Puppets (remastered)* (this gets an asterisk as it is not a ‘new’ release, but it’s the defining album of my metal upbringing back in the 80’s. The remastered sound just takes it to whole new level for me so it would be just wrong for me NOT to include it) 

MOMENTS
1. Seeing Paul McCartney and Roger Waters on back to back nights – 2 living musical legends – 2 amazing shows.
2. Within a 7 day period I saw Iron Maiden here in Tampa, 4 days later saw them again up in Chicago, then 3 days later Metallica lit the Chicago night afire with their massive stage show – it was a pretty freaking epic metal week.
3. Seeing what turned out to be one of Soundgarden’s last shows. For some reason nearly half the crowd had left 98 Rockfest before headliner Soundgarden came on – thereby allowing us a vastly improved seat location. But it was baffling how a good portion of the crowd decided not to stay and see the band that influenced most of the ‘newer’ bands that had played earlier in the day. After the show we said it was …’their loss…’ but then soon after tragedy struck and we were all at a loss for words.
4. Seeing Slayer and Lamb of God absolutely blow the f*cking roof off of the St Augustine Amphitheater. I would love to see them tour together again. This show was my longest ever road trip there and back in a day for a concert and so totally worth every minute of driving time (7 hours total there and back).
5. Seeing Queensrÿche out on the beach behind the Tradewinds Resort on St. Pete Beach. Perfect weather made this show an absolute enjoyable time and I hope it starts a new trend of shows at that (pseudo) venue.

Sadly I did not listen to enough new music this year to select any top songs that would not be of off my best of album list – my musical resolution for the New Year is to expand my musical horizon beyond the releases I have my eye on. 
